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th ereol, and Llie "* "hard liis^x L h l <£^fn:g M at 'l^ad^tHree discrete 
leading cutting edges for cj^ferdrfig the earth strata wherein 
each said at least^ttree leading cutting edges are nonlinpar. 



^>^ r attachn 



Amended ) A monolithic hard member for 

a rotary drill 



attachment to a drill bit body so as to 

bit for penetrating the earth straJs&T and the rotary drill bit 
having a central longitudina^cixis, the monolithic hard member 
comprising: at least Ui^e discrete leading cutting edges for 
cutting the earth s,t*£ata, projecting from the forward surface 
of the hard mepber wherein each said at least three cutting 
edges, is ^<t^pped whereby the step improves the disintegration 
of the. 




arth strata , 



4£f 



insert further including a s>ieclearance cutting 
edge for cutting the earth stpafa corresponding to each one of 
the leading cutting edge*£tor cutting the earth strata. 

26. (£nt£nded) The rotary drill bit of claim 23 
wherein said^at least three stepped cutting edges has an upper 



step 



a lower st 



TO®. 



/Amended^— A-jnono.Li t h i c har d member for 
attachment to a drill bit body^o^Sto form a rotary drill 
bit for penetrating the^e^rth strata said hard member 
comprising: at Led^t three discrete leading cutting edges for 
cutting the^efcirth strata wherein each said at least three 
leadin^K^utting edges are nonl inear. 

Please add the followi ng claims; 

~3^>)£>5y 37 u — ftfew) A bihing -Troo^bjL r . h a vi ng : a monolithic 
hard member comprising: at^as4r---t1treealscrete leading 
cutting edges ifg^ecre^ing the earth strata wherein each said 
at le^t^three leading cutting edges, are^aj^a^ea-^ 
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an 



.whe rein 
ward upper 



3ffT (fie w ) TlISnrtttfiMg^'c^ 

each of the leading cutting edges has a radial 
step and a radially outward lower ste 

39. (new) The m±n^q^root bit of claim 37 wherein 
each of the leading cutting edges essentially consists of a 
radially inward upper step and a radially outward lower step 
with a trans>tfion portion between said upper step and said 
lower atrep 



